
Waverly Word List Recommendations 
 

1. First graders and incoming students need to attain written control of 
Clay’s word list before beginning Rebecca Sitton’s spelling program. 

 
 

2. Once the above criteria have been met, use the attached compiled list.  
It aligns with Sitton’s spelling list and is referenced in the GLCE’s.  
The list is compiled from the Dolch word list, Fountas & Pinnell’s 
list, as well as the Lucy Calkins’ word list. 

 
This list replaces all other lists and is the official Waverly Word List. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Kindergarten: 
 
Introduce Clay’s list of word including the child’s name (start with first 
name). 
 
The focus in kindergarten is for a child to put his/her message in writing 
with the understanding that this message can be read again. 
 
Clay’s words are appropriate for: 
 
*Locating in a shared reading 
*Self monitoring in the context of guided reading 
*Placing on word walls 
*Doing some word construction 
 
Please be mindful of making writing meaningful and using hearing and 
recording sounds as a focus for constructing messages. 
 

Clay’s List of Words 
Child’s name, I, like, see, is, the, in, am, to, come, my, we, and, at, here, on, 
up, look, go, this, it, me 
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